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INTRODUCTION 
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T HE tl Letters are 
| not publiſhed to gratify 
| impertinent curioſity, or for the 
mere purpoſes of pecuniary ad- 


* vantage 


i INTRODUCTION. 


vantage—there are nobler ends 
in view—there will be found 
in them principles and ſenti- 
ments breathing a ſpirit of ho- 
nor and philanthrophy, which 
cannot but 1 improve every mind 


*** ſenſibility. 


nnn there is no medi- 
um through which entertain- 
ment, information, and inftruc- 
tion are ſo 9 happily conveyed as 


familiar 


INTRODUCTION. i 
familiar epiſtles. Of this opi- 
nion was the great Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, the late Earl of 
Cheſterfield, and Doctor Gold- 
{mith. Among the Romans 
] _ epiſtolary writing was held in 
the higheſt eſtimation. Pliny 
has ſhewn us the cauſes of Ro- 
man manners. Its utility is 
ſtrongly illuſtrated by the works 
of thoſe great judges of man- | 
kind, the authors of the Spec- 

a2 tators, 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


tators, Guardians, Tatlers, &c. 
and Mrs Rowe's Letters, have 
always been conſidered ineſtim- 
able from their familiar man- 
ner of inſtilling the ſacred pre- 
cepts of religion and morali- 


ty. 


 S1teLIciTY in ſtile, like ſim- 
plicity in beauty, captivates with 
a ſtronger influence, than the 
ſtrongeſt combination of art and 


Ornament. 


INTRODUCTION. „ 


ornament. An elegant ſimpli- 


city will be found the character 


of the following correſpondence 
cet not a frigid ſtile but 
bluſhing with the effuſions of ar- 
dor ruſhing from the ſources of 


the heart. 


Ir this correſpondence con- 
© tained either facts or ſentiments, 
Y injurious to the feelings, or af- 
fecting the honour of the writ- 


a 3 ers, 


Y INTRODUCTION. 


ers, they ſhould have been con- 
ſigned to oblivion. Scandal is 
a reigning vice, every diſtin- 

uiſhed character is liable to it 


—there is no protection from its 


malignant eye and poiſoned 


tongue, but in obſcurity of 
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courſe illuſtrious perſons are 
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moſt liable to its attacks, no 
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wonder then that. an H*** A 
e to a T* ſhould have 
been an object of it's malice | 


FT 


O 


an acquiſition of infinite uſe. 


INTRODUCTION. 
To attain an intimate know- 
ledge of the humours and diſ- 


poſition of great perſonages, is 


This knowledge is only to be 
procured from ſpeculation on 
their private conduct, it is that 
enables the judgment to decide 
upon the head and heart, for 
in the elevated offices of pub- 


lic life, moſt men are found hy- 


pocrites. 
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vii INTRODUCTION. 


Ix the letters before us are 
two living characters ſtrongly 
contraſted. A man in the moſt 
eminent and uncontrolled ſitua- 
tion a woman moving in an 
humbler ſphere, but adorned 
with ſuch ſentiments as do ho- 
nour to her ſex. The man 1s 
the principal object Nations 
are concerned in every action 


of his life. 


INTRODUCTION. ix 


Ir requires no extraordinary 


ſtrongth of penetration or re- 


finement of ingenuity, to ex- 


amine characters in the mid- 


dling or lower ſpheres. The 


more ſubordinate the ſituation, 


the fewer motives exiſt for diſ- 
guiſing the heart. Duplicit y 
and deceit generally bear pro- 
portion to rank, therefore the 
higher the character, the great- 

er is the difficulty, and the more 4 


numerous 
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x INTRODUCTION. 


numerous are the impediments 
which prevent the ſpeculiſt from 
diſcovering the real 1 N of 


its action. 


GREAT men are hypocrites 
from prejudice of education and 
from habits produced by neceſ- 
ſity. Should they always ap- 


pear as ſimple men, their can- 


dor would diminiſh that reſpect 
and awe which ſupport their ſi- 


tuations. 


INTRODUCTION. ai 


tuations. It would level them 


with the vulgar. 


Trosz who would ſearch into 
the genuine principles and ſen- 
timents of princes, muſt view 
them in their recefſes—mulſt ex- 
amine them in their private 
hours, when untrammelled with 
pomp, and diſrobed of dignity, 
the diſguiſes of art are laid 
aſide, and the foul unbiaſed by 


exte- 


| 
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xii INTRODUCTION. 
exterior influences, acts indepen- 
dant from the internal dictates 
of nature. 

PusLic munificence is not 
the criterion of private benevoy 
lence. The proofs are found 
in ſtruggles between virtue 


and vice. It was this diſtin- 


guiſned Scipio Africanus. 
When a great mind, combating 
with paſſion, prefers the honour 


and 


INTRODUCTION. xii 


and peace of its object to ſelf- 
gratification, it has paſſed the 
ordeal, and bears the genuine 
ſtamp of goodneſs. Such a 
trial is exhibited in theſe Let- 
ters. The writers are brought 
before the tribunal of the pub- 
lic, and the public are to judge 
upon the evidence of theſe Let- 
ters, whether the matter they 
contain degrades or elevates a 


character, 


{ ly ſcrutinized and reported, as 


xiv INTRODUCTION. 


character, with whoſe conduct 


the intereſts of an empire are 
eſſentially interwoven. 
Arduous is the ſituation of a 
Prince, —when trivial errors, in- 
ſeparable from a juvenile mind, 
expoled to every temptation 
from unbounded liberty of acti- 


on, to the art of one ſex, and 


ſeduction of the other, when his 


every look and geſture is minute- 


beſt 


INTRODUCTION. xr 


beſt ſuits the purpoſes of party, 
with every addition and aggra- 
vation inventive fancy can fug- 
geſt, or malignant envy im- 


prove upon. 
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P RINCES, like women, find few real 


friends, 
All who approach them their own ends 
«c purſue, f 


„Lovers and Miniſters are ſeldom true! 
So ſpake a bard ell uſed to courts 
and my ſex—to you, my *, 


Jou ght, agreeable to the ſtile of thoſe 


A . who 


1 5 r en 1 


= 


who ſurround you, to pay an impli- 


cit obedience, and meet you as you 


deſired on my quitting the ball-room 


laſt night!—Meet you !—what you 
the ** Of K, whoſe cha- 
racter in the annals of gallantry 18 
too well known for me to ſuppoſe 


that after ſuch a meeting—l ſhould 


have any character at all. This may 


be too free—I am unuſed to addreſs 


people of exceſſive rank—my man- 


ners are unaffected1 know not a 
ent that 1 would wiſh to did. 
guiſe, and I ſhould be happy to know 

only 


DD 


only that behaviour from your F*#*## | 
*XX***** that muſt command filent 


reſpect from 
Your Father's 


affectionate Subject, 


MARGARITTA, 
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1 FIND but too often cauſe to la- 
ment that rank in life that 


perhaps is envied me by all the world 


Princes indeed have few real 
friends—even your ſex fly me—and 
does the amiable Margaritta allow 
ner better judgment to be biaſſed by 
a2 public 


(6) 
public calumny ?—lIt is beneath the 
heart that reigns in fo lovely a bo- 
ſom I- do not command far from 


it—I only intreat a further know- 


ledge of you, and where is the im- 


propriety of permitting me a meet- 


ing—a condeſcenſion that will make 


by 


moſt happy—not your x the 


WAS your FH pie your 
Admiring, 


Your adoring 
. . . K K. 


LE T- 


LETTER: 


PUBLIC i I am as 
—my own reaſon and obſerva- 


tion are the charms that forbid a pri- 


vate meeting—already has the no- 


tice beſtowed on me at the ball by 


a 4 me 
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(1 
me the envy of my own ſex, and 
the impertinence of yours.—I like 
not your aſſociates, particularly that 
wild man-—H#***** he ſtares me 


out of countenance—the difference 


of our rank in life forbids a further 
| 4 


knowledge of me. I intreat you to 


avoid me— I ſhall be to-night at the 


ball not becauſe I like it but my 
not having appeared ſince the laſt is 


I find obſerved ;—and ſome of our 


viſitors yeſterday told me I was too 


much engaged by the STRSES'; no- 


tice, | 


6 


tice, to beſtow any on thoſe beneath 


him !——Come to the ball dance 
with Lady CH ene an,. 
take the lighteſt notice of me.— 
Why ſhould you with to take more? 
—there are a hundred much pret- 
tier women !—Mrs. Q**#*#*** for 
example—you think her pretty—ſhe 
is indeed divine [and ſhe has a 
huſband, an officer of ſpirit, to 
ſhield her, from the rude attacks of 
envy.—You may enjoy her conver- 
lation—ſhe yours—and Malice dare 


7 5 not 


: Wo 3 5 


not ſpea but me, an unprotect- 


ed helpleſs orphan !—It will be cruel 


to purſue the 


Humble 


MAR GARTTTA. 


LETTERS ( 


( O LD—unkind—Margaritta!— l— 
Why am I forbid that attention 
which | is your due—which all the 
world muſt pay you.— Why am TI 
doomed to paſs an inſipid evening 
with 2 woman of faſhion only—=when | 


4 „ 


lead me to the moſt elegant, the 


could induce me. I éreſpect her 


Grace for the ſake of the beſt of 
Mothers and of S***##*###%, — and 


therefore I comply with what polite- 


„„ 


heart and my better judgment wouid 


TA accompliſhed fair ——_ 


has to boaſt. — Mrs. OF*#**#*#** |, 


beauteous—but 'tis not mere beauty 


I admire—it is expreſſion, * A ſome- 
thing then beauty dearer,” — You 


know my opimon of Lady C****. 


* . —her rank entitles 


her to my hand, nothing beſides 


neſs 


CW) 


neſs and etiquette requires; but 


why mult I give up the enjoyment 
of your converſation.—Be ſuperior 
to common talk— Call not yourſelf 
unprotected, —all the world muſt be 
your friends. — I am concerned 
H***#* diſpleaſes you I am certain 
he never deſigned it his wild man 
has really ſome good points that 
he admires you I wonder not, and 
perhaps he is not perfectly delicate 
in that admiration —does S* EAX 
likewiſe diſpleaſe you, and little 
Jam Oer, chat 5 


do 
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do not like my aſſociates? If they 


do they ſhall not trouble you ;—1 
want no company when 1n yours !— 
I felt your abſence from the ball, and 
rejoice that you will grace it this 
evening. It is impoſſible to ſee you 
with indifference In vain would 
you exact ſo hard a taſk from the 


tendereſt of your friends, 
The obliged 


EXEDEY 


LETTER WA 


HAT a difappointment !— 
Ab, cruel Margaritta -I en- 
tered: the ball- room laſt night at 
nine, in the higheſt ſpirits My 
eyes flew round it with impatience, 
in ſearch of the only bright object 
they 
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they wiſhed to ſee,——-but they 

ſought in vain asked H and 
OS EFEEAE® after you— they had ſeen 
you airing,—not dreſſed for the bal! 
I was diſconcerted Ils it poſſible 
ſo gentle a form !—a countenance ſo 
ſoft, ſo tender, can be thus unkind ? 
——] canced with Lady C - 


Ren itha Mrs. B., 


pretty and animated, and I was per- 
"PIP about one o'clock to join 
them in a Scotch reel—with the 
4 little C*#####*, who is far from 

handſome, but dances well. — The 
| ſmall 


1 
{mall company that remained were 
diverted but nothing could re-ani- 
mate my ſpirits Why do you thus 
fly me once more Fentreat a meet- 
ing;—let it be at your own houſe if 
you. pleaſe ;—where is the impro- 
priety ;—if you grace not the 
Cx, (which hundreds may re- 
joice at,) why refuſe attentions that 
are molt due to you l wiſh not to 
be conſidered here in my public cha- 
racter much leſs by you—than as 
any other private gentleman, whoſe 


eyes and whoſe heart aflure him 


b vou 
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(8) 
you are moſt worthy his regard ;— 
I eſteem a character that I would not 
injure ;—report ſays yours 1s fault- 
leſs as your form—allow me—per- 
mit me a further knowledge of you ; 
—you will not find me, I truſt; unde- 
ſerving of your good opinion but 
that I ſhall Always remain your de- 


voted and admiring **. 


LEET TI 


SURPRIZED chat I was not at 
the ball !—recolle& your letter 


in the morning —it is impaſſible to ſee 
you with indifference ;—what then was 


to expect? No one thing that I 


wiſh'd.—Vou imagine I doubt not 
b 2 that 


('w þ 


that my vanity would have been fo 


well ratified, that reaſon would 
have been ſilent ;—had I fuffered the | 
woman wholly to prevail, this muſt 
have been the caſe :—but a thoufand 
combining circumſtances. have al- 
molt quell'd the foibles of my lex, 
and vanity you muſt ſuppoſe dead 
in me—when I withdraw thus from 
| your notice; and yet I wiſh your 

friendſhip, —am deeply intereſted in 
your fame, and defire moſt ardently 
that you may be as eminent in good- 


neſs as in rank ;—I cannot receive 


your 


| (- as ) 


your viſits, —the family I am with 


would leave the place immediately 
8 on ſuch an event;—they are what 
the world calls extreme good people ; 
—what 1 ſhould call outrageous ;— 
they are not of the number of your 
friends. —Your firſt unfortunate vote 
in the houſe—againſt our gracious 
JEEEFEXEE they will never for- 
give, —and it 1s in vain that! urge 
the impetuoſity of youth, that love 
of independence ſo natural to all, — 
that from reaſon you gave not that 


vote ;—I dare believe you never 


bz thought 


2% Ge or i IE. 


( 22 ) 


thought about it ;—F** deſired it, 


and you was glad to appear to have 


a will of your own. But why enter 


I into politics ;—yet you make me 
a poltician.—I was violent for 
P * * K. —I now diſhke him, but like 
not F** notwithſtanding—a man 
of bad private character, though of 
the greateſt talents and bleſt with 
uncommon genius, —can never de- 


ſerve the love of a worthy heart. 


I air'd laſt night to L* and 
paib a very ſtupid viſit,—yet was I 


not 


( 1] 


not diflatisfied—it was a proper fa- 
crifice to prudence. Il am now going 
a ſailing, —our party is large—the 
day is ine—and the gale favourable; 
if you write again be cautious 
how your letter is given me ;—I 
think it needleſs to deſire you to de- 
ſtroy mine, they have no merit to 
entitle them to preſervation; and as 
they are not directed or ſign'd with 
my real name, I think they can 
never be. made public. Vet I am 


not without fear; ſuch traſh would 


he a treaſure to the printer; and 


by the 


E 

[ the very initials of your name 
| would ſell .a book wonderfully.— 
| Adieu. 


LETTER 


IDY you indeed wiſh for my 
friendſhip !—Ah ! Margaritta, 1 


know not how -to believe you 5— 


while thus cold, thus inſenſible to 
all my defires—A meeting again 
refuſed ;—who are theſe very good 

3 > people 


1 


people - whom! have ſo much reaſon 


to diſlike, they have no parental au- 
thority I underſtand ; why then re- 
gard their narrow prejudices ?—may 
I intreat your hiſtory : yet I almoſt 


dread to hear an account of a life in 


which I am already fo much in- 


tereſted, and which may make me 
ſtil more enamoured of the dear 
perverſe hiſtorian.—Politics I ſhould 
never have mentioned to a lady, but 
as you ſeem to blame my conduct, I 
with to exculpate myſelf in your 
opinion, but you muſt allow me to 


5 | do 


( 97 ) 
do it perſonally, for the ſubject is 


too long for a letter -On horſe- 
back you might permit me the plea- 
fure of attending you, — I have ſeen 
_ you riding with only a fervant j— 
let me join you without any ;—I 
never ride but with one here, and 
he ſhall be forbid, becauſe my hvery 
would carry a mark that you would 
not like, —Your ſervant would not 
know me, and report would have 
nothing to ſay about it.—I entreat 
you to allow me this, and appoint 


an early day,—Your letters I keep as 


an 
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an invaluable treaſure, and ſhall 
hardly be ſo careleſs of them as vou 
expect. So young, ſo lovely, and 
yet ſo coldly prudent. Ah! Mar- 
garitta would that you partook of 
the warmth that burns in the heart 
of your faithful | 


THESE 


LETTER 


LETTER VIII. 


] HAVE not been well !—that 
fickle element on which with 

fo much pleaſure I embark'd, greatly 
diſordered me quiet and gentle 
exerciſe has been preſcribed, and 1 
am at preſent forbid riding on 
Fbheorſe- 


(3 
horſeback. I entreat you attempt 
not to viſit me; you will not be ad- 
mitted, and you ought not to ſubject 
yourſelf to a refuſal. Sure there is 
a haughty inflexibility about me that 
ſhould make you ceaſe to wiſh for 
more acquaintance; why do you 
purſue me with ſuch unwearied at- 
tention.— I ſaw you on the beach 


when I was brought on ſhore ;—I 


could not avoid returning your grace- 


ful compliments. — The ſailors who 


carry'd me told me it was your 
H“ n Every one knows 


12 | KH you! 


(@ ) 
you my ſervant I doubt not 
amongſt the est. 1 td 
S* * * * * pronounce my name 
with an encomium I did not ap- 
prove z perceived that he would 
have led you towards me.—lI thank 
you my friend for retiring ;—1 am 
above affectation, and you may be- 
lieve me grateful when I ſay I thank 
y01———To ſhew that gratitude I 
will comply with your requeſt, and 
ſpeak of my paſt life. Parental au- 


thority I never knew ;—Parental love 
and tenderneſs once bleſt me ;—but 


NOW 


— 


— 
— 2 


— my 2+ 6 —_—— 
$4.44 * — — * — 3 
a4 Wl 44s Ct oe PVRs LO» Xx 4» 8 * * eo. 5 * — 
38 — pur fre” eee en Arnie Oy fe ll rr 
« — - at A tne een we ee — 


— 
—— 


„ 
N 


tn 7 


now no: father, mother, or brother, 


can I boaſt !—my adverſe fate has 
fnatch'd each dear relation from me, 
and left a void no time ean e'er 
fill up. Nurſt in the lap of tender- 


neſs—my infant hours in ſweet ſuc- 


ceſſion flew; and when © dawning 
reafon ſhed her ray benign” ma- 
ternal love watch'd o'er each grow- 
ing ſenſe, and form'd my heart by rea- 
fon's pureſt rules. My father, who 
had the honour of a captain's com- 
miſſion in the army, was a man of 


letters, and gave up all the hours he 


cou'd 


8 

cou'd take from his profeſſion to edu- 
cate his Frederick; * fo we grew 
together—like to a double cherry 
ſeeming parted, —but yet an union 
11 partition.” My brother gained 
with applauſe his twentieth year ; 
he had a friend who rivall'd him in 
cvery grace, and Frederick's virtues 
ſhone brighter in the noble Edmund. 
loved them both, but ſomething 
always told me I loved Edmund 
beſt —] thought my brother wrong'd 
by the preference, but it was allow'd 
by all our charming circle to be juſt, 


T - 


„ 
and hope and fancy painted ſuch a 
ſet of bright illuſions that happineſs 
ſeem'd all my own.,—Suddenly the 
proſpeck darkened ;—my parents in 


one fatal hour were torn from my 


embrace by death's unrelentinghand! 


—thus daſh'd from joy I thought 


myſelf moſt wretched !—but fate 


| ſoon ſhew'd me that my woes were 


not complete.—Frederick and Ed- 


 mund—they are not they fell in 


— „but the hour of anguiſh in- 


ſupportable is paſt let me not re- 


call it! o'er my penſive head 
calm 


(35 ) 


calm reſignation waves her healing 


wand, and I have learnt to bear diſ- 
appointment patiently.— The family 
I am with I have obligations to, 
but not of a pecuniary kind. —The 
fortunes of our houſe were not in- 
conſiderable, and they alas ! have cen- 
tered all in me!—Edmund's alſo !— 
and here I am wooing health for the 
ſake of ſociety, which has ſome 
claims on every one example not 
the leaſt.— Adieu! recollection over- 


powers me II can write no more.— 
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LET FER 


youR tale of woe has greatly 

affected me !—how pathetic, 
how elegant are all your expreſſions ! 
AI apprehended but too juſtly—the 
effect your hiſtory would have over 


me ; — for I love, 1 eſteem you more 
. than 
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SO SED OR OCR 


; I: 3 
than ever Start not at the found, 
but let me indeed be your friend; 
—thank you for ſo kind an appel- 
lation, I will deſerve it.—I rejoice 
that you was pleas'd with my ſelf de- 
nial, —S#***#*#*#*# qi indeed want 
me to welcome you on ſhore; and I 
felt that Iwifh'dit more than him, — 
but I did not know all the party, and 
was afraid of diſpleaſing you. I 
hope you are not indeed indiſpoſed ; 


though it hurts my vanity to ſup- 


poſe you ſo unwilling to grant me 


a meeting; I ſhou'd be ſtill more 


pain'd 


( 39 ) 


pain'd at your illneſs, and perhaps 


raſhly venture to enter a houſe 
where my preſence wou'd be unwel- 
come. To ſatisfy your punctilio I 
never venture to join you on the 
Steine, and take no other notice of 
you than what politeneſs will au- 
thorize.— To a mind generous as. 
Margaritta's, this wiſh to oblige can- 
not paſs unnoticed, and I flatter my- 
ſelf the day will come when ſhe will 
condeſcend to reward by her pre- 
ſence the reſpectful diſtance the 


unwearied attention of her 
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Y Our vanity may reſt fecure ;— 
I am really too ill to venture 
on horſeback. —If you attempt to 


vifit me—you will neither ſee or 


hear more of 


 MARGARITTA. 
LETTER 


. + a 2 


— 


— "IC" 4 
„ 3 
OO oe Bri ů — ie 4. 


8 


LETTER XL 


] WAS drawn to the Steine this 

evening by a party who drank 
tea with us and wou'd not excuſe 
me, (tho' I was really too ill to go 


out,) becauſe it was generally be- 


lieved that vour X #######*#* 
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in imitation of a ridiculous French- 


man was to run a race backwards! 
—Oh ! that you had a Mentor to 


guard you from thoſe numerous 


perils that around you wait !—the 


greateſt of which are your preſent | 


companions, as I beheld you the 


other day like another Harry : 


* Riſe from the ground like feather'd 
Mercury, 
* And vaulted with ſuch. eaſe into your 


« ſeat 


{ 45 ) 
„As if an angel dropt down from the 
„ clouds ; 
% To turn and wind a fiery Pegaſus, 
« And witch the world with noble horfe- 


„ horſemanſhip. 


| cou'd not avoid continuing the 
compariſon, ard wiſhing that you 
wou'd ſometimes uſe that Prince's 
words 


„Reply not to me with a fool born jeſt, 
For Heay'n doth know, ſo ſhall the 
„world percetve ; 

« That I have turn'd away my former ſelf, | 


So will I thoſe that kept me company.” 


Adieu! 


{46 3 


1 Adieu [if I am too free remem- 


bl ber it is your own condeſcenſion that 
draws on you the remarks of 


MARGARITTA, 


LETTER 


i 


IF you with me a Mentor let me 


and you know not the good effect 
this may have :—but I muſt at the 


LETTER Ml 


entreat you to aſſume that cha- 
rater yourſelf; no one can be 


more capable, or fo agreeable to me; 


3 ſame 


( BY) 
ſame time deſire you will not give 
credit to all the idle reports you 
may hear to my diſadvantage, as 
vas the ridiculous one you mention; 
—if my fituation in life makes me 
many friends, it likewiſe creates ins 
many enemies, and you will allow 
for this. Vour reproofs ſo far from 
offending ; (which Margaritta could 
not do,) convinces me of a kind in- 
tereft you take m my future wel- 
fare, and flatters me extremely.—I 


anſwer you from the ſame author. 


Warwick ſpeaks thus to Henry IV. 
8 1 | ce My 


4 &) 


00 My gracious Lord you look beyond him 
”Y quite, 


The Prince but ſtudies his companions 


« Likea ſtrange tongue wherein to gain the 
language; 


© Tis needful that the moſt i 701 


Be look'd upon and learn'd, which once 
© attain'd, 


„ Your Highneſs knows | comes to no fur- 
_ 44 ther us. | 


„But to be known and hated—ſo like 
„ orols terms, 


The Prince will in the perfectneſs of time 
+ Caſt off his followers, and their memory 
„Shall as a pattern or a meaſure live; 


86 By which his Grace muſt meet the lives 
0 of others 


ce Turning paſt evils Adana — 


2 


1 
You admire Shakeſpeare I per- 


ceive !—he is indeed an author that 
tall people of taſte muſt love to en- 
thuſiaſm ;—I have read this play 
with attention; and a time may come 

when I may likewiſe ſurprize my | 
ſubjects, if my better genius, which 
ſhines forth in the ſweet form of 
the haughty, yet lovely Margaritta, 


will deign to add her influence; 


which like the ſun may draw ſome 


latent bloſſom from an expiring 
plant that otherwiſe would ſink into 


obſcurity.— My companions you 


muſt 


6 

muſt allow are moſtly men of rank 
and family; and one that you ſee 
frequently with me,—whoſe extra- 
ordinary hiſtory I had the pleaſure 
of giving you one night at the ball, 
—has the ſanction of. being the al- 
moſt adopted child of a ****#* 
1 venerate, and who all the world 
agree in pronouncing the beſt, the 
moſt perfect of mortals; and with 
juſtice allow her thoſe many virtues 
which I ſee her daily exerciſe— 
till I adore her worth and with to be 
deſerving of ſuch a parent. In my 

d 2 friend- 


1 


5 
A 
72 
1 
q 
be 
1 
. 
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K 
friendſhip to him, — I pay a juſt 


compliment to this beſt of mothers; 


while I give a double pleaſure to 


myſelf. —Poor H***** I pity; and 
he has his merits. —Lord C&A 
has been an unkind brother to him 
—HF**** too generous in return; 
—he has a fund of humour that is 
always entertaining, and a fine 
VOICE, —SSF#######® 15 young and gid- 
dy as myſelf, —J**** O*#**** amuſes 


me;—I can ſay nothing in his 


praiſe; —he has nothing indeed to 


boaſt but his coachmanſhip ; ſuch 


cha- 


C38 


characters are neceflary in ſociety. 


But I have engaged you too long. 

Correct me with friendſhip, and I 

will prove worthy your eſteem, 
The obliged 


* * * * *. 
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LETTER mL 


++ Tis ſeldom when the bee doth leave her 
comb, | 


In the dead carrion.” 


I is the anſwer of a king to your 
quotation, and I can make no bet- 


ter; Shakeſpeare is indeed a very great 


d 4 favour-- 


CJ 


favourite of mine;—he paints all 


his charaQers fo much to the life, 
that every line of his is intereſting 
to me.—1 confeſs the three plays of 
the Henrys are more particularly 
fo.—You ſay you have read the firſt 
part of Henry the 4th with atten- 


tion; ſee you not a ſtrange ſimilarity 
in Hal!—ſweet Hal ;—the preſent 


values himſelf that his companions 


— 
4 N „ „ — —_— — — 


are moſily men of rank and family; 
when I have urged this by way of 
excuſe I have been told ſo much 
the worſe, they will not be ſo ſoon 
= ſhaken 


_ 
ſhaken off they muſt be provided 


for for are they not all needy men. 
I defire no anſwer to all this 1—1 
am unfit for a Mentor; you com- 
pliment too highly in your with that 
I wou'd become one.—Seek me not 
[ entreat you—forget ;—or remem- 


ber that I am only tne haughty - 
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LET PER MxM 


you reject all my wiſhes with a 

haughty diſdain, that greatly 
mortifies me. I am open to correc- 
tion; Javow my errors.—lI with you 
to aſſume a character which you are 
moſt fit to ſhine in, and which may 
be 


8 
be of infinite ſervice to me ;—but I 
with, I entreat in vain !—Unkind 
Margaritta.—Even the words of an 


author I paſſionately admire is quot- 


ed againſt me.—Thus you turn me 
from a book—I might profit from; 
for when J attempt to read it—it re- 
minds me of the cold, the ſevere fair 
one, - whoſe friendſhip I have moſt 
wiſh'd to cultivate ; who attributes 
to me all the faults of my prede- 
ceflor Hal; and believes' me inca- 
pable to finiſh the character. Am 1 
to anſwer all the idle, the unjuſt 
4 things 


( 61) 
things you hear to my difadvantage. 
Pardon my heat, I am diſappointed! 
Hurt — !“ acknowledge ; —but my 
heart feels now much more ſo—at 
the ſickly pale of the fineſt check 
which I beheld this morning !—had 
not ſome merit when I met you on 
horſeback not to join you :I de- 
bated it for half a moment but 
the reſerved air with which you re- 
turn'd my compliments determin'd 
me. -I was repaid in the look you 
afterwards gave me for I thought 
in that look you approv'd my diſcre- 


3 6 | tion. 


„ 
tion.—Sickneſs only I hope has 
chill'd that heart form's for more 
generous ſenſations.—Vour reſtora- 
tion to health I earneſtly with, and 
your return to tender feelings.— 


8 Judge for yourſelf, if Jam not your 
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attentive 


TELEMACHUS. 
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LETTERS 


] WAS beloved by Edmusdf 

was the ſiſter of Frederick, —and 
can you wonder I have pride. —I 
loved Edmund, and are you ſurpriz- 


ed at my coldneſs perhaps it is 


not poſſible for any but a pre-engag- 
| 1 ed 
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0 64 ) 
ed heart—to behold you. without 


feeling ſentiments of tenderneſs, — 
My heart is dead to love ;—but it 
glows with every other paſſion with 
greater ardour, My friendſhip is 
warm and conſtant ;—nothing but 
your own 1mprudence can ever de- 
prive you of 1t,—I feel myſelf 0- 
bliged for your -attention to my 
wiſhes in not joining me when on 
horſeback; I find great benefit by 
that exerciſe, and ſhall purſue it.— 

If my grate fut look repaid you I am 


bappy ;—you think me ſevere I 


know, 


6 
know, — but you know not the juſt 
reaſons I Have to appear ſo.—You 
are impatient of reſtraint above ap- 


pearances but believe me your 


rank requires rather more than com- 
mon attention, for every eye is on 


you. Adieu my dear Telemachus. 
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EVER y eye is ably too ferercly's on 

me - cold Margaritta, — Ves; 
you have lov'd, but why mortify 
me on this ſubjeck. —] have (tho 
the world believes it not,) ſome deli- 


cacy in my love — where it afpires 


e 2 to 
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( 68 ) * 


to ſo bright an object; and I cou'd 

have wiſh'd you had never felt this 
paſſion. fo baneful to repoſe —How 
happy to have firſt awoke in the 


moſt gentle breaſt ſo ſweet a feeling. 


— The lamented and envied Ed- 


mund, why does he engroſs all of fo 


large, ſo good a heart !—allow me 
but a ſhare!—let the living ſupply 
the place of the valued departed. — 
Convince me of. that flattering ſenti- 
ment of yours“ that | perhaps 
1 heart“ —I 


* "% | 
cannot have the vanity to finiſhyd. 


none but a pre-enga 


CT 


great a compliment ;—whoſe only 


Si 


charm 1s the being wrote by the fair 


band of Margarittz, 
Wa EF : 
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OU are a dangerous encroacher ; 

my laſt had not reach'd your 
hands before I had blamed myſelf 
for kind 


Ineſs of my concluſion, 


ter would have lived an age on 


ſuch a one ;—we ſee how it once re- 


e 4 _ 


72 9 
joiced him.—We ought to write no 


more to each other ;—it is very filly, 


I never ought to forget Edmund ;— 


and you—what ought you not to 


remember—to make you forget. 
3 > . | 


R E you then ſenfible . a- 


mia dle Margarita of an encreaſe 
of th a paſſion 1 with to awaken 


in 


(20063 


in your gentle heart. Let me flatter 


myſelf that you will one day feel a 
tender friendſhip for me. Even 


reaſon devoid of paſſion will autho- 
rize this wiſh, and why need Ed- 
mund be forgot ?—why ſo frequent- 


ly mention this lamented man !— 


yet you may love his memory and 
4 eſteem the living. Do not ſuppoſe, 
yourſelf wrong in indulging me with 


Ayr letters neither; I entreat you 


pere me not to the weak —t e 
1 Werter. Af wy) Amen is 
leſs 


C38 3 


leſs ardent—it is better founded ;— 


for who can equal my Charlotte. 
| * * * * K* 
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LETTER XIX. 


Y OU will compel me to leave 


B#*#*##*###* I am offended at 


our behaviour of laſt night. Why 


-— 


2 
did I ſeek a walk retired ?—had we 
met on the Steine you wou'd have 
been more guarded ;—alas! you have 


not the delicacy I wiſh'd! 


—when 


inſult 


Vou are inſenſible of your friend- 


you talk of love you offer FT 


ſhip confers honour ;—but your love 
—retain it for ſome worthy fair, born 
to the high honour of becoming your 
wife, and repine not that fate has 
Ahle life.—1 


am content with my ſtation con- 


placed my lot—in butt | 


5 
tent has charms that are not to be 
expreſs'd,—T know I am wrong in 


Con- 


„ 


continuing this correſpondence zit 


muſt—1t ought to ceaſe; write there- 


fore no more to 


MARGARIT TA. 
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LETTER I 


arm e with the you of 
ur Ed ing ** , yon 


pain me with your coldneſs.— Ah 8 

Margaritta, would it were poſſihle 

to entreat your acceptance of the 
6 i 8 


f hand 


(= 3 


hand where the heart is all your 


own.—Why is this forbid me?— 
cruel ſituation, forbid that higheſt 
pleaſure which every ſubject enjoys. 
—] cannot but repine !—tempers 
calm as yours—may endure without 
complaining ;—you have ſuffer'd ;— 
you have learn'd to bear: but I, bred 
up with high hopes ;—young, warm, 


and ſanguine,—diſappointment is & 


dagger that wounds moſt forely !— 
do not then moſt amiable of wo- 
men;—oh! do not add to my miſ- 
I fortunes 


(83) 
fortunes your diſpleaſure forgive 
a conduct I already ſee the impro- 
priety of allow for my unhappy 
ſituation. — Painful pre-eminence, 
would I cou'd lay it afide;z—or that 
I might be permitted to introduce 
as a daughter to her ** EEE vir- 
tues congenial to her own—To 
a ** * K who greatly wants it ſo 
bright an example To my ſubjects, 
o amiable a *#*#*#*###* * - vain de- 
luſion !—I know, —I regret the im- 
poſſibility; - deprive me not of your 


f 2 friend- 


( % ) 


friendſhip, —of Four valued pre- 


ſence; your ineſtimable letters :— 


but try to give comfort to that 


heart which 1s all your own.— 
| * * & & * 
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LETTER XXI. 


THIS morn as ſlumbering on my couch 5 
J lay, | 

Fancy preſented to my anxious view ; 
The glorious honors of a diſtant day, 


That waits to realize itſelf in you. 


5 I ſaw 


(3 


1 ſaw where Britain's genius penſive lies, 


Revolving paſt and future in their turn; 


I heard her prayers with pureſt incenſe riſe; 


While hope and fear within her boſom burn, 


Thy guardian angel hover'd or her head, 
And ſmil'd benignant on the anxious fair ; 
Around her ſoft perfumes their odours ſhed 
And ſounds of muſic murmur'd through the 
air. 

Genius of Britain riſe the ſpirit ery'd, 
Nor heed the {ſlander of the preſent hour; 
Long ſhall thy iſland boaſt of kings the pride; 
And he who reigns ſhall long maintain his 

'S pow'r, | 
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( 97 ) 
When crown'd with years he nobly ſhall ex- 
pire, 1 
Io meet the bright award that waits his fame; 
Another ſhall to all his worth aſpire, 0 


My darling charge—and George the Fourth 


; his name. 
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